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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
DECEMBER 2023


Meeting:  12 December 2023 – Benton County Administration Building, 7122 West Okanogan Place, Kennewick

Board Members Present				Benton County Employees
Dave McNeal, Chair 					Adam Fyall
Karla Brown, Secretary					
Michael LeCompte, Member
Kit McBurney, Member
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez, Member
Frank Cooper, Member

Board Members Absent
Robin Emmingham, Vice Chair (excused)

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call
Chair, Dave McNeal, called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and the Pledge was recited. 
Review & Approval of Agenda
The December 12, 2023, agenda was approved as submitted, with the correction to the time change from 6:00 pm to 6:30 pm. 
Review & Approval of Minutes
The November 2023 minutes were reviewed and approved by the Board.
Chair’s Report
Mr. McNeal welcomed the new members – Frank Cooper and Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez – and gave each member a copy of the resolution that was passed by the Benton County Commissioners appointing them to the Board. Their terms are only through June 2024, which is the time they would begin a full term since they are both filling a vacated term. Mr. McNeal will circulate their contact information to everyone. The Chair expressed that the new members deserve orientation and the members that have been here awhile can appreciate updated training as to the roles/responsibilities, board functions and county relationships. Mr. McNeal also expressed his gratitude for the movement toward completion of the Comprehensive Park Plan. 
Committee/Subcommittee Reports
There were no committee/subcommittee reports.
Staff Reports
Adam had nothing additional to add to the staff report, however mentioned that the new members joined at a good time since the parks partners will share their annual reports to the Board soon and they will be at the beginning of the implementation of the Comprehensive Park Plan. 
Business
· Water Stargrass – Review of 2023 Field Season with Thomas Sexton (Benton Conservation District)
Thomas shared what the Conservation District has done with the water stargrass with the harvester in the last two years. The plant grows over salmon spawning redds, clogs irrigation infrastructure, pulls oxygen out of the water, and stagnates flow, allowing for mosquito infestation. Thomas shared pictures of their 2022 harvest at Horn Rapids. When they would off-load piles about 6 -7 feet high at Horn Rapids, the piles would dry down to just a few inches. This year they harvested 26 days, harvested 285 loads or 855 cubic yards, total weight was ½ million pounds. One of the major goals is to improve salmon habitat. The two biggest limitations are time and transport since it takes so long to pull and dump the grass. Once they dump the trailer, they spread it out to dry and it dries and flattens with a few weeks. They only work in the river June – September because of they don’t want to interfere with salmon migration. They are trying to figure out a better way to manage where to take the grass vs taking it to the landfill. They would need a larger unit to transfer it somewhere else. A lot of partnerships are interested in removing it from the river and are willing to help. Members Cooper and Mendoza-Jimenez both offered their ideas to Thomas on what they thought would help the District with transportation and drying of the grass. Mr. Sexton invited the Board to consider a couple other sites at Horn Rapids for dumping after they are able to see what transpires from the current offloading there since this is an experimental project. 
· Comprehensive Parks Plan – Review
Consultant Tom Beckwith shared the first draft of the Comprehensive Parks Plan (CPP) with the Board and explained to the newer members why this Plan is needed and required. The CPP should have an inventory, population projections, element of demand, comprehensive/county wide plan on how these things come together, park by park review of what exists and what we are planning to do, along with an implementation element. The CPP must be submitted to Commissioners at a public hearing in order to be adopted. Parks have to have a 20-year vision and a 6-year plan that is feasible that they can finance. One of the requirements is to have the public participate and ask them what they want and what they are willing to pay for.  

Mr. Beckwith went through the table of contents of the Plan with the Board. If you want to amend any of the chapters you must go through a public hearing again. However, you can change things in the appendices without having to change the Plan.

Mr. Beckwith took the Board through the results of the public survey and the rankings.  A 3.5 is a high priority and anything pushing to a 4 is a very high priority. All the questions in the survey had examples of proposals on what we want these things to be.  However, the Board doesn’t need to do these all, a large portion can be done by the cities and volunteers. 

Mr. Beckwith addressed the Board that an average score on the finance proposals doesn’t mean you shouldn’t implement it, it means there is an ability to put a proposal together that would need to match the priority projects with the finance plans. Also, whatever project you’re funding you want to make sure there’s a great number of users in those areas. 

Ms. McBurney thought it is important to delineate and focus on what we do vs what the city does. Mr. Beckwith responded that he agreed that you don’t want to get into the city programming like the city does, don’t try to duplicate their approach. County parks can do what cities can’t and we should take advantage of that.

The Board is asked to get in touch with Adam with comments on the Plan by December 20th so it can be wrapped up by the end of the year. 

Public Comments/Poll of the Board/Adjournment
Public Comment: 
George Hager with Tri-City Shooting Association shared that the RCO grants have come through and they want to complete the paving of the parking lot and finish another small range. The automatic gate was installed at Rose Iris and members can access with their key at the gate outside of operating hours. Mr. McNeal questioned whether the sheriff’s range needs to be addressed in the CPP and Adam will address that.  
Mickie Chamness from the Native Plant Society had a question for Mr. Sexton about the impact of native plants on the shoreline and stated that she has heard there were beaver seen chewing on the star grass debris and Mr. Sexton said he also heard about mink chewing on the debris as well.
Poll of the Board:
Kit McBurney thanked Mr. Sexton for his presentation and welcomed the two new members, as did Karla Brown. 
Michael LeCompte stated that, as a writer, it’s nice to have the CPP to edit.  
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez is excited to be here and is in love with the idea of campgrounds in Hover Park. He feels like we need more campgrounds.  He is excited to see the camping idea near Finley as it will bring people to the area and help local businesses in that area. 

Frank Cooper looks forward to participating and seeing the Plan and catching up with everyone. 

Dave McNeal is thankful for Frank and Ismael and that they want to jump right in.  He reminded the Board to get feedback to Adam so we can have something to be proud of. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.
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